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decline of feudalism, however, and the grad-
ual growth in the independence of individ-
uals, commerce became more general and the
old market towns lost their prestige; though
fairs and markets are still held in some Im-
portant cities of Europe, Commerce be-
tween Europe and Asia was stimulated by
the Crusades, but not until the sixteenth cen-
tury did trade between nations begin to as-
sume its present world-wide importance.
COMMERCE, chamber of. See cham-
ber of commerce.
COMMERCE, chafer of, of the
united states. See chamber of com-
merce OF THE UNITED STATES.
COMMERCE, department of, one of the
executive departments of the United States
government., in charge of the Secretary of
Commerce, who by virtue of nis oiiice is a
member of the President's Cabinet (see
cabinet). The department was organized,
with that of Labor, in 1903 as the Department
of Commerce and Labor, but hi 1913 the two
were separated (see labor, department of).
The Department of Commerce embraces a
number of bureaus that formerly belonged to
other departments, such as the Lighthouse
Board, the Lighthouse Establishment, the
Steamboat Inspection Service, the Coast and
Geodetic Survey, the Bureau of Statistics,
the Bureau of Navigation the Census Bur-
eau, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, the
Bureau of Standards, and the Fish Commis-
sion. It also included two new bureaus,
those of Corporations and Manufactures.
The duties of the former bureau are to deal
with corporations, other than railroads, en-
gaged in commerce with foreign nations and
between states. Tha bureau of Corporations,
charged with, these important duties, was
later transferred to, and became a part of,
the Federal Trade Commission.
COMMERCIAL AGENCY, an organiza-
tion which secures information regarding-
business houses, for the benefit of other
business concerns from whom credit is so-
licited. The facts ascertained, from inti-
mate investigation, relate to the amount of
capital invested, other financial responsi-
bility, promptness with which debts are paid,
the moral factor, etc. With such a report
before hi™ a credit man may easily deter-
mine "whether the seeker for credit is a safe
risk, and to what amount. The leading com-
mercial agency in the United States is Dun
& Bradstreet. See A 1 and aa!,
 COMMERCIAL LAW, the law which reg-
ulates commercial affairs. It is derived from
the maritime codes of medieval Europe, the
imperial code of Rome, international law and
the customs of merchants. In the United
States and Canada the term includes eliieny
the law dealing with contracts of every na-
ture. The subjects embraced within it are
the laws of shipping, negotiable paper, sales,
common carriers, and partnerships, etc.
COMMISSION POEM OF GOVERN-
MENT, a system of city government, in its
inception known as the Galcesfon Plan, be-
cause it was introduced into Galveston,
Texas, in 1901, following a disastrous flood
and resultant disorder in that city. In its
simplest form the commission system of city
government places the entire administration
of the city's "business in the hands of a few
men, usually five, who are elected by the legal
voters. The chairman or president of the
commission is the mayor, and each commis-
sioner has charge of some branch of the city's
business, for the administration of which he
is directly responsible to the people. The
commission is the source of all authority in
city affairs, makes all the ordinances, ap-
points all the officers, collects taxes and
makes appropriations.
The commission system is characterized
by the following features;
 1.	The   assignment  of   the  important   divi-
sions   of   the   city   government   to   individual
members   of  the   commission,   each   of   wliom
Is  directly  responsible   to   the   people.
 2.	Adequate   compensation   to   members   of
the commission, thus enabling- them to devote
their entire time to the affairs of the city.
 3.	Selection    of   all   employees   above   day
laborers   on   examination,   oral   and   written*
and   given   for   the   purpose   of   determining-
fitness.
 4.	Provision   for  retention   in   office   of  all
employees   so    appointed,    during1    g-ood   be-
havior.
 5.	Power    of    initiation     and    referendum
reserved by the people.    See Referendum,
 6.	Power of recall reserved   by the people.
In some cities the terms of all commis-
sioners expire the same year, in others, only
one retires each year. This system of munic-
ipal government has been adopted by about
one hundred cities in the United States. Its
chief advantage is that it concentrates au-
thority and responsibility in the hands of a
few officials. See city manager.
COMMITTEES OF CORRESPOND-
ENCE, patriot committees organized in the
American colonies before the outbreak of the

